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negation and impassibility of true French soldiers." It is only
in time of war that these services are fully appreciated. When

peace comes they are forgotten, and the medical officers who
have fearlessly braved the hardships of war and the dangers
of pestilence with a devotion not inferior to that of the

fighting man in the ranks, is oppressed by the combatant
officers, and his claims postponed. When armies are to be fitted 
ont, and expeditions sent forth through climates rife with pes-
tilence and amid swamps that reek with fever, the medical

officer is recognised as a man-nay, sometimes he is worshipped
as a saviour. Then, as after the Crimean war, promises are
made,  and even warrants are issued ; but there comes a period
of blighting neglect- promises are forgotten, and privileges
withdrawn. There is an old adage, which singularly well
applies to this oft-repeated history. It tells us :

"lEgrotat dsemon, monachus tnnc esse volebat;
Daemon convaluit, daemon ut ante fuit."

Those who have been deceived by the fair promises mar1e to
medical officers of the army under the stress of the Crimean

disaster, will feel the full force of this mediaeval satire; and any
rash young man who should now think of entering the medical
department of the army under the idea of realizing the privi-
leges there proffered, will do well to pause and study their
application to the present state of affairs. He will find reason
to prefer the prizes of civil life, which, if less certain, are often
greater, and imply no settled sacrifice of comfort and dignity.

DR. BROWN-S&Eacute;QUARD’S CLINICAL LECTURES
ON PARALYSIS AND EPILEPSY.

WE shall very shortly commence the publication of an im-
portant and valuable series of Clinical Lectures illustrative of
the Diagnosis and Treatment of the various forms of Paralysis
and Epilepsy, by Dr. Brown  S&eacute;quard. From the rich stores of
his clinical experience, and especially from his large gleanings
in the wide field of observation and practice at the National
Hospital for the Paralysed and Epileptic, that eminent physician
will select series of cases exemplifying the theory and treat-
ment of some of the most interesting forms of these diseases.
The lectures will present a clinical portrait of the varieties

of the so-called essential Paralysis of Children-a title under
which are arbitrarily included so many very different forms of
paralysis arising from varied causes, which it is desirable should
be properly distinguished and classified. They will treat also
of Hysterical Paralysis, hardly less multiform in its origin and
its manifestations ; and of Syphilidc Affections of the Nervous
System producing either Paralysis or Epilepsy. These forms
of syphilitic disease have recently attracted considerable atten-
tion in France owing to their having been designated by the
Acad&eacute;mie de M&eacute;decine as the subject of the Civrieux prize ;
and several important monographs have appeared by French
authors on the subject during the last few years. This portion
of the lectures will, no doubt, be read with considerable interest,
from the nature of the questions involved; and although they
have been noticed in this country, yet very much remains to
be done to complete the clinical history of these affections.

Dr. Brown-Sequard will give the analysis of a series of cases
illustrative of the forms of Curable Epilepsy arising from trau-
matic or from removable organic causes, and including those
vague cases of aura starting without apparent reason from dif-
ferent parts of the body.
In the final lecture he will describe cases of Paralysis con-

nected with Angina Pectoris, which afford valuable illustra-
tions of the reflex influence of the neurotic elements of that
disease.
These important contributions to clinical medicine, from the

pen of this distinguished physician, who has so greatly ad-
vanced the theory of nervous action in its physiological and
pathological phases, will possess a high degree of interest, not

less from the singular originality and complete erudition which
always characterize his labours, than from the nature of the
diseases treated, and the obvious necessity which exists for
clearing their clinical history from its present confusion and
obscurity, and bringing it up to the level of our advanced
physiology. 
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MEDICAL TRIALS.

COURT OF EXCHEQUER.
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20TH, 1863.

(Sittings at  Nisi Prius, at Guildhall, before Mr. Baron BRAM-
WELL  and a Contmon Jury.) )

GIBBON V. BUDD.

THIS was an action brought to recover the sum of X21 as
physician’s fees. The defendant pleaded never indebted.

Mr. Serjeant Parry and Mr. H. T. Cole appeared for the
plaintiff, and Mr. Dowdeswell and Mr. Shaw represented the
defendant.

Although the facts of the case were not of much interest, a
question of great importance to the medical profession arose
during the trial. The plaintiff was a physician residing ill
Finsbury-square, and the defendant was the executor of a Mr.
Henry Budd, now deceased, formerly living at  Albany Cham-
bers, and 45, Piccadilly. According to the plaintiff’s case, Mr.
Budd, having met with an accident to his foot, consulted him
upon the subject, as well with reference to his general health,
which was much impaired. Mr. Budd died in January, 1862,
upon which the plaintiff sent in his charges for attendance to
his executors, who disputed the amount.

Mr. DOWDESWFLL, at the conclusion of the plaintiff’s case,
submitted that there was no case made out on the part of the
plaintiff. Previous to the passing of the Medical Act, the 21st
and 22ud Victoria, cap 90, see. 31, the universal rule was
that physicians were assumed to attend gratuitously, for which
they expected an honorarium ; they could not recover the
amount of their charges for attendance unless there was a spe-
cial contract. In the case of " Veitch v. Russell," 3, " Queen’s 
Bench Reports," page 936, Lord Denman in delivering judg-
ment said, " It must be assumed as clear that ph sicians and
counsel usually performed their duties without having a legal
title to remuneration. Such has been the  general understand-
ing. To prevent that from operating some express agreement
must be shown, but in considering whether such an agree-
ment existed we cannot lose sight of the general understand-
ing." The Act of Parliament enacted that physicians regis-
tered under it might recover reasonable charges, subject to
such bye-laws as might, be passed by the College of Physicians.
 Now, the College of Physicians had passed a bye-law which
directed that they should not recover, even if there were a
contract, so that physicians were unable to recover under any
circumstances.

Mr. Baron  BRAMWELL.-You say that the Act of Parliament
has merely put a further difficulty in the way of a physician’s
recovering the amount of his charges for attendance.

Mr.  DOWDESWELL replied in the affirmative, contending that
such a course had been adopted for the purpose of rendering
the payment of the physician’s fee immediate.

Mr. Baron BRAMWELL.-I should think that the Act was
drawn up by a person who was no lawyer.

Mr. Com pointed out that, although the Act of Parliament
stated that the right of " Fellows and Members" of the College
of Physicians to recover the amount of their charges should be
subject to bye-laws to be drawn up by that body, the bye. law in
question only referred to the Fellows, and not to the Members,
and therefore did not apply to the present case.

Mr. Baron BRAMWELL.-Does not that give rise to a curious
question, whether under the Act the College has a right to
make a byelaw referring to one portion of their body only ? I
am sure 1 don’t see any great magic in the word " physician,"
which should distinguish him from the general practitioner, so
far as to prevent him recovering the amount of his  charges.
The Act states that all reasonable charges are to be recovered,
which could not relate to charges to be made under a contract,
and therefore it must be supposed that the intention of the
Act was that the physician was to recover the charges for his

attendance like  any other professional man. If the statute
meant merely to say that if registered you shall have a title to
sue in cases where you could OLherwise sue, it would have

merely said, " You may sue," in place of saying, "You may


